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Michal Rovner (b. 1957, Tel Aviv, Israel) employs drawing, printmaking, video, 

sculpture, and installation to reflect on the continuum of human experience. 

Using imagery that invokes the fragility of existence, identity, dislocation, and 

time, her work shifts constantly between the poetic and the political, between 

current time and history. Generally avoiding direct representation of specific 

issues or events, Rovner’s work reinterprets the present and invokes histori-

cal memory. She records and erases visual information, obscuring specifics 

of time and place through gestural, abstract qualities and creating works with 

universal threads that resonate among all people.
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To create the video installation Anubis (2016), Michal Rovner spent long nights 

over several months in fields near her farm in Israel, encountering jackals, being 

watched by the animals, and recording them with night-vision cameras used for 

military and surveillance purposes. Concerned about violence and instability 

in the contemporary world, Rovner sought meaning in her nocturnal subjects, 

stating, “I wanted to interact with the night. I wanted to interact with my fears. But 

then the work has its own will.” She processed the video, compositing layers of 

time and space to establish the uncanny presence of the jackals. A large-scale 

video installation projected on walls surrounding the viewer, Anubis generates 

unfamiliarity and mystery. Rovner uses abstraction, reconfiguration, and erasure 

to heighten her work’s visual and conceptual impact, noting “In my work, I always 

start from reality, collecting or recording things from reality and then shifting them 

out of identity, location, specifics.”
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In Anubis, the larger-than-life jackals surround the viewer, coming into sight and 

staring directly at us, then disappearing into the darkness. Their movements are 

slight as they slowly shift their stances. These monochromatic images compel 

us to adapt our sight to the environment, and engage our peripheral vision. 

With their glowing eyes, the jackals watch us, transforming the viewer into 

the observed. Our sense of being watched is furthered by the feeling of quiet 

camaraderie that is shared between the pack of animals. They are decidedly 

nonhuman presences, and appear simultaneously threatening and protective. 
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The video projections, accompanied by audio recordings, prompt alertness, 

tapping into primeval instincts and invoking a sense of being watched in the 

night. As critic Laura van Straaten noted, “The work…is wholly original, though 

the primordial shapes instantly called to mind the transparent quality of the animal 

drawings in the caves at Lascaux.” The jackal is an animal that is freighted with 

symbolism. Anubis, a jackal-headed god in ancient Egyptian mythology, was a 

guardian of the underworld who guided souls into the afterlife. In the Bible, these 

wild animals are symbolic of ruin and desolation, and there is a tradition of stories 

featuring the jackal as a trickster figure. Though based on actual footage of the 

animals, there is also a feeling of unreality in this installation—of a suspended 

form of life presented through digital means in an ambiguously defined, liminal 

space.
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United Kingdom Holocaust Memorial
International Design Competition
Michal Rovner and Foster + Partners Shortlisted
Winner to be announced Summer 2017

Canary Wharf Crossrail Station, London
Site-Specific Installation
Installation in early 2018

Gray Matters 
Including Michal Rovner
Wexner Center for the Arts 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio
Through July 30, 2017

Aftermath: The Fallout of War – America & the Middle East
Including Michal Rovner
The Ringling Museum, Sarasota, Florida
October 6, 2017 – January 21, 2018

Night Watch
Including Michal Rovner
Sun Valley Center for the Arts
191 5th Street, East Ketchum, Idaho
June 30, 2017 - August 26, 2017

New York

Robert Mangold: Paintings and Works on Paper 2013 - 2017
510 West 25th Street
Through June 17, 2017

Alexander Calder: Constellations
32 East 57th Street
Through June 30, 2017

Leo Villareal
537 West 24th Street
Through August 11, 2017

London

Joel Shapiro
6 Burlington Gardens
Through June 17, 2017

Nathalie du Pasquier
6 Burlington Gardens
June 27 - July 29, 2017

Beijing

teamLab: Living Digital Forest and Future Park
798 Art District, No. 2 Jiuxianqiao Road
Chaoyang District
Through October 10, 2017

Michal Rovner
Recent and Upcoming Exhibitions Pace Gallery Exhibitions


